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"Winter is icummen in . . " 

Guess what! Alums are invited t o jo in 
NOBS in 1972 w inter courses. Here 's 

when it all happens: 

NW-4 Jan . 5-26 
NW-5 Feb . 8-29 
NW-6 Mar. 7-28 

The exped itions w ill include sk i-. 

touring and snow and ice cli mb ing. 

Tuiti on is $400. A l though alu ms 

are spec if ical ly invited, previous exper 
ience is not a prerequisite. 

A pack of rats at play 

. . . by Doug Pag 

Su111111n1 fo u11cl tl w Northwes t Out
wt1rcl l:3t >t 11H I lclclli o River ;md Rock 

f~ dl S ell pldy Cl(Jillll. Six ty -nine students 
c111cl snvei1 instructors spent two 

co 111sc's try ing the mounta ins of the 
Sawtoo th Pr imit ive Area and the rap
ids o f the Middle Fork of the Salmon 

River. 
The Sawtoolhs y ielded a number of 

new routes. South Raker, an impres

sive, apparent ly sheer, sp ire was 
climbed by severa l patro ls; the route is 

noted fo r its 150-foot rappel from th 

min iscu le summit tower. 
T he newl y named Mt. Mitchmur (in 

honor of Kurt Mitchel 's f irst ascent) 

produced a f ine snow cli mb, apt ly 

named "So What?" by a jea lous sec

ond party . Rewa rd and Warbon net 
peaks were attempted twice but re

mained unclimbed by the OB groups. 

Bad weather and absence of a clea r 

route on Warbonnet forced severa l 

patro ls to yie ld. Perh aps next year. 
Included in the Idaho course is a 

five-day run down the Middle Fork of 

the Sa lmon River. Names such as 

Rubber Rapids, Gardell's Hole and 
Powmhouse Rap ids are well remem

bered by those who have padd led 

them in kayaks and rubber raft s. The 

box score is enl ighten ing; seven kayaks 
with fou rteen patched holes per boat, 
seven rafts w ith four ripped bottoms. 

Close exa mination revea led that the 
rocks of the Middle Fork were un

damaged. 
Students of N-38 remember the 

first night on the river ... witho ut 

food or sleep ing bags. Bil l Byrd and his 
beloved "Beas t" (the 16-foot baggage 

raft) were stranded one-and-a-ha lf 

mil es upstream where Bi ll and the 
"Beas t" were " surprised " by V elvet 

il l ls. Til e students arose the next 

mo111i11u in Lime to feed off the food 

1Jc1qs c1s they drifted by the campsite. 

r.s. IL is rumored that Bill is 
pl,1111111 1\J i1 "Beast-burning" this fa ll. 

N-33 means co-ed 

One of the first courses sta rting out 

from Fo ley Ridge this year was the 
co-ed cou rse, N-33 . 

Much to their surprise , after leav ing 
the site of the o ld base camp and 

gain ing about 500 feet of elevat ion, 

they encountered snow. They didn't 

leave the snow unti l all of the groups 
had descended the Sist ers into eastern 
Oregon for re-supply and so lo near 
Pol e Creek . 

A highlight for one of the patro ls 
was discovery that there is enough 

room on top of Mt. Washington to 
spend the night in bivouac. 

And those *@¢! mosquitoes 

... by Vern Bush 

As has been the case for most of the 
courses this year, N-31 and N-36 

found that the weather du ri ng the Mt. 

Jefferson courses was the most can

tankerous personali ty to be contended 
w ith. Deep snow obscuring t rails most 

Photo by C . J . Mac k 

of the summer, rain and so me high 

w inds (wh ich at one t ime gave N-3 1 a 
definite and probably well-needed air

ing out) were da il y fare. 

Al l of the t ri es at a very icy Mt. 

Jefferso n f ina ll y culminated in a suc

cessfu l ascent through a combined 

effort by the people in N-36 . The 
groups w ith Scott Vol lstedt and Will 

Pi per were turned back by a shortage 

of ti me, but the steps they cut al lowed 
Bob Bauman 's and Barclay Anderso n's 
groups to make the summit the fo llow
ing day. 

The abundance of snow on the first 

course provided so me fa ntasti c ice 

ponds fo r the run and d ip. And t he 
mosquitoes on the second course had 
everyone looking for a place to sub

merge. I heard from one riddl ed so ul 
that when the w inds got too strong for 

the mosqu itoes , they launched ground 
attacks unti l they could get airborne 
aga in. 

Such tenac ity in 1;he face of adver
sity could only produ ce challeng ing 

courses. That was the consensus of 
those involved. 



The tragedy at Chambers Lakes 

"The girls were as we ll prepared as we 

could get them. They just made some 

fatal mista kes," sa id Northwest Out
ward Bound's Director, Bill Byrd, as 
he described the t ragic pl ight of NOBS 

students Pamela Su llivan, 18, of Seat
tle; Joyce Ann Howden, 21, of Fall 

Creek, Oregon; and Lorene LaRhette, 

17, of Sudbury, Mass. 

Both Joyce and Lorene died of 
hypothermia as on ly Pam survived the 

icy wet snowstorm which, on August 

30, in terrupted their five-day hike in 
Oregon's Cascade Mountains. 

The th ree gi rls made up one of 

several groups on expedi t ion in this 

genera l area when, as Bi ll sa ys, they 
" trag ica ll y made a number of dec isions 
which co mpounded their situat ion rea l 

fast ." 

After having been in the Three 

Sisters Wilderness area for 15 days, the 
trio started out alone on a final 35-

mi le trek over known trails. According 
to accou nts by Pam shortly after her 

return to the town of Sisters and 
entri es in Joyce 's journal, this is what 
happened: 

Following a hike of near ly 15 miles 

on the first day of their expedition, 

the girls arri ved at Soap Creek, a point 
just east of the North Sister . On the 

second day they went on to the 
Chambers Lakes where they set up a 

temporary she lter, bui lt a f ire and had 

lunch. Wh ile waiting out a shower, 
Lorene became concerned about the 
poss ibility of lightning str iking the ir 

site and persuaded the other two to 
move the ca mp. 

When the rain let up, they moved 

to a point just west of the second o f 
the Chambers Lakes where they 

stopped because of poo r visibil ity and 
heavy ra in and pitched a new camp. 

The th ree girl s rema ined at this site fo r 

three days and nights. Eventua ll y, 

their cloth ing and sleep ing bags be
came soaked. And Joyce's and Lo

rene's appetites waned. Intermittent 

rain and snow persisted and efforts to 

start a f ire proved vain. 
By T hursday morning, al l three 

dec ided to push on. Only a few yards 

from where they started, Joyce cou ld 
go no further. Lorene left to find help 
wh ile Pam tried unsuccessful ly to get 

Joyce to move on toward the she lter 

of t rees. When it became c lea r to Pam 

that Joy ce cou ld not continue, she 
covered her with all three sleeping bags 

and then lay down next to her. Pam's 
effo rts proved fut il e; Joyce soon be~ 

came unconscious and then stopped 
breathing. Mouth-to-mouth resuscita

tion fa iled to revive her. 

A few m inutes later, Pam set out 
after Lorene , following her tracks in 

the snow . Fi nal ly, severa l hours later 

Pam caught up with Lo rene who had 
lain down near the ad jacent lake w ith 

her poncho cover ing her. The two girls 

found shelter in nearby trees where 
they hudd led together for warmth. 

Lorene became sem i-consc ious. Pam's 

efforts to revive her with mouth-to
mouth resusc itat ion and heart massage 

were to no ava i I. Later that same 

even ing, Lorene died. 

The next morning, Pam strugg led 

back to the campsite, not knowing what 

direction she was going in or how far, 
but ab le to fo llow her own tracks of the 
day before. By then the storm had bro

ken. Pam gathered the gea r, ate some 

food anci , in a sl1el tared spo t, waited. 
The nux t <1 f ternoon, under clear 

sk ies, fi vo (i.i ys nftor the expedit ion 

Pam Sullivan aboard search helicopter 
Photo by Eugene Register-Guard 

began, Pam was found by NOBS in
st ru cto r V ern Bush who , fa iling to 

locate Lorene or even the route she 

had taken, packed on all the gear and 

accompanied Pam back up the trai l. 

The body of Joyce Ann Howden 
was recovered by he li copter Sunday . 
Two days later, fol low ing more bad 

weather and intensive search effo rts by 

a party of more than 50, Lorene 
LaRhette's body was final ly dis
covered and brought out . 

After ass ist ing authori t ies in the 

sea rch for the missing girl, Pamela 

Su lli van, exhausted from her ord ea l 
but apparent ly in good health, re

turned to her home in Seattle. 

From Bill Byrd, NOBS Director: 

The Chambers Lakes tragedy has 
brought agonizing times to the Nort h

west Outward Bound Schoo l. Words 

fail when one attempts to describe the 
stunned disbeli ef wh ich cha racteri zed 

ou r early react ion to the news that 
students Lorene LaRhette and Joyce 
Howden had died du ring fi na l expedi

ti on as course N-41 drew to a c lose. 

Sea rching se lf-examination is now 
top priority here. Ou r own effort w ill 

be pre li minary to t he ex haust ive inves
tigation to be condu cted by the 

Nat iona l Comm ittee under the Chai r
manship of Ni cholas B. Clinch , Los 
Angeles attorney, and fo rmer pres i

dent of the American A lpine Club. He 
wi l I be ass isted by Cha rl es Crenshaw 

and Mrs. Joa n Fi rey of Seatt le, and Dr. 

Jef frey Duenwa ld of Washington State 
University. 

During the try ing days sin ce the 

acc ident, Northwest Outward Bound 

Schoo l has attempted to do noth ing to 

in crease the sufferi ng already visited 
upon the victim's fam il ies , fri ends, and 

hext of k in. We have t ri ed t o sha re the 

facts as they emerged and .not be 
drawn into prematu re and destructive 
specu lat ions on "what happened." We 
have avo ided defending a program 

wh ich speaks eloquent ly fo r itse lf. We 

have fo l lowed su rvivo r Pam Su l I ivan's 
request to avo id attorneys and the 

press. We have placed ou r conf idence 
in t he proven leadership of Dave Wa lp, 

Barbara Eastman , and her two assis

tants, Caty Huisman and Renee Bon
aparte. 

Publi c response, as ev~denced by 
near ly 100 letters and count less phone 

ca lls, indi cates overwhelming support 
for the Outward Bound idea and fo r 

the courses offered at Northwest Out

ward Bound School. For th is demon

strat ion of loya i'ty and encouragement 
we are sin ce rely grateful. 



Instructing the instructors 

The 1971 staff-training course was, by 

genera I acclaim , the best yet. 
Squeezed into the six-day exper

ience was a healthy dose of every type 
of cha I lenge offered by NO BS, except 

so lo. About 30 instru ctors parti cipated 
in the comprehens ive and wide-ranging 
trip. 

Starting at the Eugene office with a 

bri ef orientati on, the inst ructors 

moved to Po le Creek Spring for a day 

of basic woodscraft sk ill s and d iscus
sions. The fo ll owing day was devoted 
t o a diff icu lt c li mb of No rth Sister, 

sti ll comp letely covered by ice and 
snow, from t he east and no rth. 

The nex t day was devoted to an 

exc iting run on the upper McKenzie 

River w ith kayaks and rafts (naturally 
everyone got soaked ) and an evening 

discuss ion. A day of rock cl imbing at 
Skinner Butte co lumns, along with 

rescue, first aid, and related ski ll s, was 

t he final exerc ise for the inst ructors 

w ith a " loose-ends" discussion to end 

the session. 

It snowed and it snowed and ... 

... by Mariel Brockw~y 

This Spring's Eugene Wilderness Cha l

lenge course had excell ent snow-cone 

weather, with fresh ingredients falling 

almost dai ly. It turned out to be a real 
test of su rvival sk ills for students and 

staff a Ii ke. 

While sitting out storms, they dea lt 

with fire pits so deeply melted into the 
snow that people had to be belayed to 

coo k dinner. And all became ecstat ic 

at the sight of running water after six 
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or seven days of scorched snow. 
Blazes , normally at eye leve l, had to be 

fol lowed at toe level - if they were to 

be found at al l. 
Most of the solos were accom

plished in the snow without sleep ing 

bags, and a few hardy souls, albeit not 

by choice, shivered through the three 

days and nights minus fires. 

IJ: was the kind of course that wil l 

not only be remembered for the usL:J al 
Outward Bound enlightenments but 

for the fantastic gl issades off moun

tains, the five-minute summ it stops in 

whiteouts, the cross-country post

holding trips - and the cloudless day 

it snowed. 
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it snowed some more 
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T he six courses in the North Cascades 
in 1971 encountered so me of the 

worst conditions in those mounta ins in 
decades (reported to be the worst 
w in ter since 1927). Deep snows 

lingered into August in some places. 

G iant avalanches had wiped ou_t many 

sect ions of trail. Fall en t rees were 

everywhere. The poor trail conditions 
ca me as a mixed blessing , however, 

since we are always on the look-out 

for public serv ice work. 

And despite late snows, remarkabl e 
feats were accomplished this season . 

Two separate patrols reached the 

summ it ot Bonanza Pea k, the highest 
non-volcanic peak in Washington, and 

a very different cli mb which has been 

comp leted by on ly 13 prior parties. 

And at least one patrol traversed 

Dome Peak , a major peak with poor 
access - a first fo r O.B. 

By-line - YOU 

What are you remembering about your 

Outward Bound experi ence? 

Whatever it is, it may wel l be worth 

sharing with the readers of HighPoints. 
Because we beli eve this, we are setting 

aside the next issue for articl es and 
photos contributed by NOBS students 

and staff . That means, obvious ly, 
YOLJI Come on, now. Wouldn't it be a 

shame if we have t o leave blank pages 

betw ixt and between? Please don't put 
us in that dil emma . 

We've already been the happy rec ip

ients of art work, journa l entries, 

letters back home and letters to us 

which re create the Outward Bound 

experi ence fa r better than we ca n do 
at our sequestered desks in Eugene. 

Sure , we have plen ty we can talk 
about (have you ever doubted it?) , but 

we think our readers wou ld rather see 

your versio ns in HighPoints for a 
change. 

Lay it on us. You're the people 

Outward Bound is all about. Your 
perspectives of what happened to you 

up on Mt. Jeff or in the middl e of the 

Sa lmon or wherever your Outward 

Bound trip took you are what all of us 

want to be in on. O.K.? We' ll be 
waiting to hear from you. 



Very positive feedback 

" It's not schoo l, but there's no doubt 

in anyone's mind that it is education." 

With these words and more, Manvel 

Schauffler, Headmaster of Catlin 

Gabel Schoo l, described the enthus i
asm of the 23 16 to 18-year-old 

students of the private Portland school 
who took part in a special co-ed course 
on the John Day River in North 
Central Oregon in March. 

"I've never had more consistent ly 

positive feedback from any trip we've 

taken," Mr. Schauffler continued. 

"Even a trip to Europe didn't excite 
the kids this much." 

The ten-day jaunt offered numer

ous adventures for students and staff 

ali ke. Veering from the river occasion

all y for c limbing , hiking, bivouac and 
map-and-compass experience, they 

were treated to discovery of an Indian 

cremation site (filled w ith skeletal 
remains, beads, ornaments, etc., sem i

encased in rock melted by the heat of 
the crematory fire), a variety of wi ld 

life (including deer, racoon, porcup ine, 

grouse, eagles and snakes) and rock
climbing opportun ities ga lore (whi ch 

produced the usual initial apprehen
sion followed by delight in accom

plishment and another go at it). 

Unscheduled natura l phenomena 

presented members of the group w ith 
additional cha llenges: a hard rainsto rm 

raised the leve l of the river more than 
a foot one night, almost washing away 
the beached boats and equ ipment; a 
windstorm with gusts up to 70 mph 

bowed peop le and flung a 14-foot 

rubber raft end-over-end along the 
beach. 

And naturally - part icipants are 
already looking forwa rd to an ex
panded version of this type of course 
for next year. 

A contest: High winds vs. Catlin Gabel students 

North Salem group stoking up 

and drying out 

Are you tired of hearing 
about the weather? 

With severe weather contr ibuting an 

added dimension of stress, facu lty and 
students f rom North Sa lem High 

Schoo l successfu ll y completed their 

initia l cou rse w ith Outward Bound. 
Condit ions were so extreme after 

the f irst day and night in the upper 

elevat ions of the Cascades that a deci

sion was made to transport the group 

into lower areas of Eastern Oregon fo1 

a fresh start. 
If impress ions recorded by students 

at the conc lusion of the ir cou rse may 

serve as an indi cation to future in

vo lvement, it wou ld appear that exper
ientia l ed ucat ion may play a sign if i

cant ro le in future curri cu lu m design 
at North Sa lem High Schoo l. 

Trustees try too 

Severa l NOBS trustees and friends 

participated in a three-day sem inar at 
the Obsidian Cliffs in the Three Sisters 
Wilderness in July. They were given 

the opportunity to observe and to take 

part in some of the act iviti es fami liar 

to all Outward Bound students. 

One evening the group was joined 

around the campfire by instructors 

and members of a gir ls' patrol from 
N-37 for a general rap session. Early 

the next morning, a few of the more 
hardy joined the girls for a "run and 

dip." 

NOBS trustee John Fray (in hard-hat) 

at the Obsidian Cliffs seminar 



Where is Bill Byrd? 

Many t imes dur ing the summer, this 

question was echoed by students start
ing their courses from our base of 

operation in Eugene. Few actua ll y had 
the opportun ity to meet and chat with 
Bi ll Byrd, Director of Northwest Out
ward Bound School. 

The schedule wh ich Bill must main

tain, especia l ly through the summer 
months, is almost beyond one's imag i

nation. Whether dressed in tie and 

jacket or in jeans and plaid shirt, Bi ll 
has, over t he years, made cont inuous 

efforts wh ich have cont ri buted i m

measu rab ly toward estab lish ing NOBS 

as one of the outstand ing schoo ls in 
the United States. 

T his past summer, Bi l l 's it inerary 

has included a meet ing with other 

Outward Bound Schoo l d irectors at 
Dartmouth, in Hanover, New Hamp

sh ire, site of the Outward Bound 
Center. On his return he spent a few 

days at t he staff-train ing session and 

then on to the Rogue River for add i

tiona l tra in ing w it h instructors who 

wou ld be wi t h him in Idaho a few 

weeks later. Prior to his departure for 

the Idaho Sawtooths, he attended sev
eral luncheon meet ings w ith members 

of the Board of Trustees and prospec
tive scholarship sponsors from the 

Portland area. 

After ch!efing the f irst Idaho 
course, Bill was once aga in in Eugene, 
cat ching up on his correspondence. 
Then a three-day inst itute at West

mont Co l lege in Santa Barbara, Cal i

fornia . The last week in August found 
him back in Idaho, jo in ing the staff 
and students as they were about to 
embark on the river segment of their 

course. 
Plans for a five-day end-of-summer 

expedition on the Middle Fork of the 

Sa lmon River for trustees and fri ends 
of Outward Bound were aborted by 

the Chambers Lakes tragedy. Bi ll , of 

course, has had to take the helm at 
NOBS headquarters dur ing t he crisis 

per iod. 
The un iqueness of the Nort hwest 

Outward Bou nd Schoo l's prog ram ob

vious ly requ ires the giving of a tremen

dous amount of t ime and energy on 
the pa rt of the person in charge -

where there's need and when there's 

need. Bill Byrd is the man who's doing 

B oth p hotos b y Jim Hosmer it. 

Behind the Scenes 

Do you know the four hard-working 
women whose conscientious efforts 

help you and your NOBS courses take 
fl ight7 

"It ·~ 
_,_,~a-,.,. 

Betty Grove, business manager, is re
sponsible for registration and other corre
spondence prior to the start of each course. 

Kathy Wennstrom, food coordinator, 
packages a ll the food and has it ready on the 
day of departure. 

Dorothy Akana, typist , prepares many of 
t he proposals that produce the necessary 
contributions t o our scholarship fund . 

Lois Beisell , logistics coordinator, gets 
everyone's pack ready to go - mittens 
mended, ponchos stashed a nd bags stuffed. 



Safety for Bigfoot 

The following item was gleaned from 
an old Signpost newsletter, published 

in Lynwood, Washington. 
"BIG FOOT PROTECTED - Ska

mania County has a la·w protecting the 

Bigfoot (Sasquatch). Violators face up 
to a $10 ,000 fine. The law is hailed as 
a landmark victory for conservation by 
the "Yodeler", bulletin of the Rich

land Inter-Mountain Alpine Club, as 
this must certainly be the first time an 

animal has been protected before it 
has been discovered." 

Was it hot everywhere? 

Apparently the Sierras had the kind of 
w inter experienced by the ranges in 

the Northwest, and the summer must 
have been exceptionally hot. 

When NOBS instructors arrived 
there in late August for the third year 
of the Athenian School's junior class 
co-ed course, the snow had completely 
d isappeared and the cou rse was run 
ent irely without snow practice and 

glacier trave l. 
In fact, ice axes were left behind by 

everyone for the first time in NOBS' 

history. Not once on the course did 
anyone find a patch of snow big 
enough to do a self-arrest on. 

Actua l ly, nobody regretted the ad
dit ional time to spend on the excellent 
Yosemite-type gran ite - good rock 

climbing was no more than a few-m in
utes hike from any camps ite. Some 
patro ls encountered groups from Cal i
forn ia OB but there was no fee l ing of 

crowding . 
The weather was superb, except fo r 

a brief, exciting lightn ing storm; and 

the Athenian students , as usual, were 

wel I prepared for the course. There 

were no drop-outs for any reason . 
Students encountered the usua l 

quota of bears and an unusual number 
of rattlesnakes but the biggest prob
lem, bet you can't guess, was blisters. 

In memoriam 

A memoria l fund has been estab lished 
in beha lf of Steven Waggener of Vene
ta, Oregon . Steven was recently ki I led 
in Viet Nam and his family has re
quested that donations in his memory 
be forwarded to NOBS. Steven's two 
brothers, Chris (N-6) and Mitchell 
(N-1 1) are NOBS alumni. NOBS is 

grateful to the Waggener fam il y and t o 
the many friends who have donated to 
this fund. 

Cover photo: 

This recent gift to NOBS is the work 
of Jerry Smith, N-21. Jerry painted 
the OB seal on wood veneer, com
pletely free-hand. It is now perma
nently affixed to a wall of ou r off ice. 
In the note t hat accompan ied his gift, 

Jerry commented: " I wi l l be go ing out 
into the world , but wi 11 have an 
advantage over others since I have 
spent a month of my life doing things 
I once thought impossible." 

HighPoints is a seasonal publication of 
Northwest Outward Bound School , 3200 
Judkins Road, Eugene, Oregon 97403. Edi
tor, Ruey Thomas. Articles (unless other
wise noted) by Bill Richards, ·steve Wenn
strom and Ruey Tho.mas. Photographs (un
less otherwise noted ) by Steve Wennstrom. 
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